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Chapter One
Environmental Problems, Their Causes, and Sustainability

Background:

This chapter serves as an overview of many concepts that will be discussed in great detail.  The purpose of this chapter is to give you a general idea about what the book and the class will be focusing on. 

Vocabulary:

Exponential growth


Environmental Science


Environment



Ecology

Sustainability



Sound Science

Sustainable yield


Ecological footprint


Pollution



Affluenza
Concepts to focus on:

Path to Sustainability

Memorize the Developed Countries


P  X   A   X   T = I
Analysis Questions:
1. How does poverty affect environmental quality?
2. How does solar capital differ from natural capital?  Which type is fixed?
3. What is per capita GDP and how does it relate to economic growth?
4. How does potential population growth compare between developed and developing countries?

5. Differentiate between a perpetual resource, a renewable resource, and a nonrenewable resource.
6. How does humanity’s ecological footprint match up to the earth’s ecological capacity?
7. What are the three things that have the greatest environmental impact on the biosphere?

8. What does it mean when a resource becomes economically depleted?  What type of resource does this refer to?

9. Why do poor people have a high number of children?

10. Discuss why social capital is important to solving environmental problems.
