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Mining: Extracting the Earth’s Nonrenewable Resources
Chapter 15

Vocabulary:

Geology


convection cells


Mineral


overburden


Spoils



gangue


Smelting


cyanide heap leaching








Concepts to Focus On:
· Core Case Study:  Nanotechnology Revolution
· Figure 15-9 Natural Capital Degradation

Study Questions:

1. What are the four major categories of mineral resources, and what category is referred to when geologists publish estimates of a supply?
2. What five nations supply most of the nonrenewable mineral resources, and what three countries use 75% of the world’s most widely used metals?
3. What has happened to the per capita use of nonrenewable mineral resources in the United States since 1900?

4. Why are the minerals, manganese, chromium, platinum, and cobalt important?  How does nanotechnology affect this potential crisis?
5. How much mining solid waste is created to make two gold wedding rings?
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