Mrs. Kerr

IBES&S


Environmental Systems and Societies
A Transdisciplinary course

The goal of this course is to provide a holistic perspective on environmental issues by examining economic, cultural, socio-political, and scientific sources.  You will be analyzing environmental processes at local to global levels, examining the extent to which technology plays a role in both causing and solving environmental problems, and develop a appreciation of the value of local as well an international collaboration in resolving environmental problems. Ultimately you will see that human society is both directly and indirectly linked to the environment at a number of levels and on a variety of scales.
By the end of this course you should be able to articulate and justify a personal viewpoint on environmental issues with reasoned argument while appreciating alternative viewpoints, including the perceptions of different cultures. You must also be able to select and demonstrate the appropriate practical and research skills necessary to carry out investigations with due regard to precision.

Requirements:

1. Table groups- Students will be broken into table groups of three or four people and will remain with that group for a full semester.  Part of the grade will be a group grade from the table’s labs and projects.

2. Chapter Outlines- An outline for each chapter will be available on Docushare.  Students are to use the outlines as a reference tool while reading the chapter.  
3. Tests/Quizzes- Tests will be given regularly.  The tests will involve multiple choice, completion, short answer and essay.  Tests will be on lectures, labs, and the textbook reading.  As you develop a better understanding of the transdisciplinary nature of this course tests will also include case studies that combine information from both IBES&S and IB History  There are several large unit tests that serve as mid-terms ( see course syllabus)
4. Final- There will be a comprehensive final given for the fall semester.  Students are encouraged to take both the IB and AP exams in May. 

5. School-wide Recycling Program - The APES and IBES&S class have been given the responsibility to head up the school-wide recycling program.  Students will be required to collect recyclables after school three days each semester.

6. Field Study- IB students will be conducting a long term field study on a local ecosystem, it is mandatory that the students attend these field trips.  See handout for specific dates.
7. Yosemite- A four-day field trip to Yosemite will be March 13-16 2010.  students are encouraged to attend the field study.
IB Grade Determination based on a scale of 1-7:

External Assessment 80% of IB grade

Paper 1 short answer and data-based questions 45 marks 
30%  

Paper 2 Two parts   65 marks   50%

Section A: case study


Section B: two structured essay questions (choose 2 from 4)


Internal Assessment 20% of IB grade



Selected laboratory based activities   42 marks
Course Grade Determination:


Chapter Tests, Unit Tests, Fall Final

65%


Laboratory and classroom activities

30%


Lecture printouts



  5%

Textbook:
· “Living in the Environment” 15th edition G. Tyler Miller Jr.

Attendance:

Regular attendance is essential for the success of the student.  Due to the college

level material students are expected to use study buddies in order to catch up on 

work missed during excused absences.

Make-Up Work: 

No make up work is available for lab field studies due to the difficult nature of arranging the trips.  Some labs may also not be made up due to the sensitivity of the species and equipment involved.  Absent work will follow the criteria of one day allowed per day missed.  Work that exceeds this requirement will not be accepted.  This is a college level class and we will move at an accelerated pace.  The teacher is not responsible for informing the students what their make up work is.  It is up to the students to copy notes from their peers

Test Make ups

Students who miss more than one scheduled test day in a semester will receive a 10% grade reduction on the made up test.
________________________


________________________

Student Signature




parent signature
