
Cornell Method of Note Taking 

 

I.  STEP ONE- Preparing the system.   

 A.  Use large loose-leaf notebook (leaves room to insert 
 handouts in chronological order) 

 B.  Draw a vertical line about 2 ½ inches from left edge of 
 each sheet 

 C.  Before taking any notes, review any prior notes, related 
 class  lectures, & reading 

 

 

II.  STEP TWO- taking notes 

 A.  Record your notes on right side of paper.  Your object is to 
 make  notes complete, clean, and clear. 

 B.  Strive to capture general ideas.  Get names and dates 

 C.  Skip lines between end of one idea and the next 

 D.  Date your notes each day 

 

 

III.  STEP THREE- reviewing your notes 

 A.  Use text marking techniques to underscore and highlight 
 key items. 

 B.  Use left column to put down questions and/or terms for 
 review 

 C.  Cover right side and look at “recall” column (left side) 

 D.  Recite aloud the answers and check yourself.  Work with a 
 partner to study for tests and quizzes. 

 

You will be expected to keep good notes for the entire year and save 
them as well!  Many times I will expect you to pre-read the chapters 
and fill in the notes before I lecture on them.  If you have completed 
this you will receive a stamp on your notes (completed notes without a 
stamp receive half credit) You will also be asked to complete the left 
column with at least five (5) questions per page and the end of each 
chapter.  I will give you due dates for each of these assignments 
throughout the year.  DO NOT LOSE YOUR NOTES! 

2½ 

Put down questions 
and/or terms for    

review in this column 

5 questions/page 
minimum 

 

 

Use these questions 
to review for tests 

and quizzes. 

 

This is your way of 
predicting what kinds 
of questions you will 

see on your tests and 
quizzes. 

 



Chapter 1: About Science 

I. The Basic Science-Physics (1.1) 

 A. Science is the present day equivalent of what used  

 to be called  __________________________________ 

  1. Natural Philosophy studied- 

 

  2. As answers found-became part of what is now  
  called science. 

 B. Science today branches into study of living things and 
 nonliving things. 

  1. Life sciences–   

 

  2. Physical science–  

 

 C. Physics is most basic of all sciences 

  1. Studies motion, forces, energy, matter, heat,  
  sound, light and composition of atoms. (Studies matter 
  and energy and their relationships) 

  2. Physics is- 

 

II. Mathematics-The Language of Science (1.2) 

 A. Science transformed in 17th century when nature analyzed  

 and described ______________________________ 

 B. When findings in nature expressed mathematically-easy to 

  ____________________ or __________________________ 
 by experiment  

III. The Scientific Method (1.3) 

 A. Method created by ______________________ (1564-1642) 
          
 and ___________________________________ (1561-1626) 

  1. Effective method in gaining , organizing, and applying
  knowledge. 

  2. ______________________________ involves series 
  of steps: 

IMPORTANT TERMS: 
• Fact 
• Hypothesis 
• Law 
• Principle 
• Scientific method 
• Theory  



   a. Recognize a problem (__________________) 

   b. Make an educated guess    
          
   (_____________________) about the answer. 

   c. _____________________ the consequences 
   of hypothesis 

   d. Perform ____________________________ to 
   test predictions 

   e. Formulate the simplest general rule that  
   organizes the three main ingredients: hypothesis, 
   prediction, and experimental outcome   
          
   (________________  and__________________)
   

    1). If original hypothesis is valid, conduct 
    further experiments to ______________ 

    2). If original hypothesis incorrect, form  
    _________________________________. 

IV. The Scientific Attitude (1.4) 

 A. ____________– in science it is a close agreement by  
 competent observers who make a series of observations of  
 the same phenomenon. 

 B. When hypotheses are tested over and over again and not  
          
 contradicted they may become __________________ or  
        
 ____________________________ 

 C. ____________________– synthesis of large body of  
 information that encompasses well-tested and verified 
 hypotheses about certain aspects of the natural world. 

V. Scientific Hypotheses: Must Be Testable (1.5) 

 A. Before hypothesis classified as scientific, must link to a 
 general understanding of nature and conform to a cardinal rule. 

  1. Rule: It must be _____________________ 

   a. Must be test for proving it _______________
          
   as well as ____________________  
          
   b. If no test for its possible wrongness, then it 
          
   is __________________________________ 



 B. _________________________– can neither be proven right
 or wrong 

VI. Science, Technology, and Society (1.6) 

 A. Science and technology are different 

  1. Science–  

 

   a. has to do with discovering ________________
          
   and ____________________________ between 
  observable phenomena in nature 

   b. Establishing _______________________ that 
   organize and make  sense of these facts and  
   relationships. 

  2. Technology 

   a. method of-  

 

   b. has to do with- 

 

 

VII. Science, Art, and Religion- The search for order and meaning in 
the world takes different forms (1.7) 

 A. Science– mostly concerned with- 

 

 

 B. Arts– concerned with the value of- 

 

 

 C. Religion– concerned with the   

 

     


